Are you looking for bridge funding?

Iowa DOT is putting together a Competitive Highway Bridge Program (CHBP) application for

FFY2026. They are looking for city bridges to include in this application. City bridges will be bundled
into a contract with other nearby city, county, and/or lowa DOT bridges. This CHBP program is separate
from and outside of the lowa DOT City Highway Bridge Program (City HBP) which funds 100% of
bridge construction costs up to $1.5M. The CHBP will require a minimum 20% local match for
construction. For this reason, bridges that have a high likelihood of being funded through City HBP,
which are estimated to cost less than $1.5M, should take advantage of City HBP rather than participating
in the CHBP application.

Ideal structure candidates would:
e be 20’ or great in length and be included in the National Bridge Inventory (NBI)
e Dbe classified as “Poor” condition
have an estimated cost between $1.8M to $4M or would have a cost less than $1.8M and not be
likely to receive City HBP funding
be less than 250’ in length
use lowa DOT bridge standards or standard design elements
have no railroad involvement
have no NEPA or ROW issues
be full replacements (bridge rehabilitations may be considered)
be in at least preliminary design phase
NOT have secured or applied for funding from other federal competitive grants (BUILD, BIP,
PROTECT, etc.)

Applicants must:
e De responsive on very short timelines
be able to hold off letting until mid-2027 at the earliest
be ready to let the project no later than March 2029
be willing to enter into a 28E with only governmental agencies in the contract bundle
be willing to allow another agency to be the contracting authority for the construction contract
be able to provide a 20-35% match for construction costs in addition to covering 100% of non-
construction costs (design, administration, ROW, utilities, etc.)

There is an application cost of $8,000 to $12,000 per applicant, per structure for the costs associated with
hiring a consultant to develop the grant application. Each participating agency will be expected to cover
this application cost.

We do not know when the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) will come out for this program, but
we anticipate that it could be as early as July or August. Please contact Niki Stinn, the lowa DOT
Secondary Roads Engineer, at niki.stinn@iowadot.us or 515-239-1064 by June 30, 2026. Niki will
provide a questionnaire and NEPA prescreening form for interested parties to fill out. Final selections
will be competitive and will be based on information contained in the questionnaire and NEPA form. Not
all agencies that submit the information are guaranteed to be selected.
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